
 

 
 
 
Overview: 
A “pandemic” is defined as a disease that spans the globe. In recent weeks Covid-19 or the 
Coronavirus has caused schools, businesses and even entire cities to close their doors for fear of 
contracting the deadly disease but it is not the first pandemic, not by a long shot.  
 
The Antonine Plague wiped out nearly 5 million people while the Spanish Flu in the 1920’s 
impacted the world as well, and that’s not to mention the AIDS crisis that continues to rage on, 
nearly 30 years after it received its official name in the 1980’s. And with pandemic, there comes 
quarantine and other measures to keep the spread of the disease under control. 
 
“The 1878 yellow fever epidemic illustrates the impact of southern racial ideology and race 
relations on public health. When yellow fever struck a town, the wealthy white inhabitants left, 
abandoning the city and its epidemic to the poor, many of whom were black. For example, when 
the 1878 epidemic struck New Orleans, panic caused 40,000 of the 211,000 inhabitants to leave. 
Three out of four white people left the city, leaving behind most African Americans, who 
accounted for 70 percent of the remaining residents. (Smith, p. 7, 1995) 
 
Your objective is to review how African-American communities responded in past 
epidemics and respond in a modern capacity. 
 

● Write a letter to your teacher detailing what it is like to be in quarantine during the 
Covid-19 school closure. Reference the letters from students in WWI to their teacher. 

● Read about the establishment of National Negro Health Week. Create a proposal for a 
similar initiative that addresses the specific needs of an underserved community in your 
city. 

○ What information would be available? 



○ What activities or workshops should be available? 
○ What organizations should you partner with to make the event a success? 
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